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 The Good News from the Jesuit Schools of 
the Missouri Province 
November 2008 

 
Arrupe Jesuit High School - Denver  
The Arrupe Community Service Ambassadors 

The Ambassadors organized a canned food drive to celebrate Fr. Pedro Arrupe’s 
Birthday (November 14). The student body brought in over five hundred cans in one week to 
mark the occasion.  They delivered the food items before Thanksgiving to Growing Home Food 
Bank, where one Senior has been placed for a Senior Service Project in January.   

A group of seniors will spend the last two weeks of the first semester in January to do full-
time service work at St. Rose of Lima school, Denver Health, the Argyle Senior Center, and 
Growing Home. The Service Ambassadors have also recruited close to fifty students to take part 
in Fr. Woody’s Christmas party, serving food and giving gifts to the homeless of Denver.  This is 
about one sixth of Arrupe’s student body and the Ambassadors are quite proud of their efforts. 
The Fr. Woody’s Service Projects marks the second annual collaborative service project between 
Arrupe Jesuit and both the Regis Jesuit Boys and Girls Divisions. The goal is to have students 
work collaboratively in teams with students from the other two Jesuit schools to foster a mutual 
experience of being “young men and women with and for others.”  

Kairos Retreat 
Kairos #6 was held in early November.  33 junior retreatants, a 5 student senior team, and a 

group of adults (including the new director of Kairos retreats, Mr. Chris Schroeder, S.J.) 
participated in the event at Sacred Heart Retreat Center in Sedalia, CO. The group reported a 
good time together and a very successful retreat. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

Corporate Work Study Program 
The Corporate Work-Study Program is an integral part of an Arrupe education as a Cristo 

Rey School, providing many opportunities for the students throughout the city of Denver. Entry-
level office positions in banking, law, medicine, finance and many other exciting career 
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opportunities are offered to students. Each student at Arrupe (in teams of five) works one day a 
week at their corporate work study location. In return the corporation helps with the student’s 
tuition at Arrupe. 

This is truly a "cutting edge" venture. The 
organizations make a real difference in the lives of the 
Arrupe students. The students have great ability and 
commitment. They are given the opportunity to prove 
their potential. 

In the last job review period, Arrupe students earned 
92 ‘Outstandings’  and 81 ‘Very Goods.’  Here are 
several comments students received on their evaluations 
from employers:   

“ I think highly of Elizabeth as a worker.  I find her 
to be very capable and responsible.  She asks questions when necessary and I don’ t need to 
explain tasks multiple times.  I like that Elizabeth works very well independently and takes 
initiative when need be.  I gave Elizabeth very high marks because that is the kind of worker 
she is!  If I were an employer I would hire her in a minute.”  (By Denise Anderson of 
Fairfield and Woods) 

“The pride Davina takes in completing a task is motivating.  Davina is a gem.  Her bright 
smile and friendly personality brightens our day every Thursday. . . Davina represents us 
well.”  (By Megan Harhager of Panorama Orthopedics) 

“Abilene has done such a good job for us that we will save projects until she is here to do 
them.  Our receptionist has such faith in Abilene that she plans her days off around the days 
Abilene is here.”  (By Mary Whelan of Minor and Brown) 

“ It is not often anyone can assign the highest points available to anyone else, but it is both 
appropriate and easy to do so for Gabriel.”  (By Leta Todd of St. Anthony Hospital 
Foundation) 

 
De Smet Jesuit High School (St. Louis)  
De Smet’s Matt Ruiz Placed First in 100 Neediest Cases Art Contest 

De Smet Jesuit junior Matt Ruiz’s artwork was selected as the 
winner of the 2008  St. Louis Post-Dispatch 100 Neediest Cases Art 
Contest. Each year, 100 Neediest Cases sends out a call to local high 
school and college artists, asking them to submit a piece representing 
the organization’s mission. Out of hundreds of entries, judges chose 40 
pieces of artwork that stand out. Over the course of the holiday season, 
the Post-Dispatch publishes 100 cases documenting personal stories of 
area residents and their struggles with poverty.  

Ruiz was one of eight De Smet students to place in the top 40, 
including Clark Philipp, 3rd; Patrick Nowak, 11th; David Mudd 19th; 
Andrew Koch 21st; Andrew Orf 23rd; Chris Hartanto, 28th and Tim 

         Luecke, 33rd. 

 
 
 

�
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Spartan Soccer Captures Third-Place at State Tournament 
The soccer Spartans ended their season on a winning note at 18-8-1, cruising to a 9-1 victory 

in the Missouri High School Activities Association (MHSAA) third-place game against McCluer 
North. Senior Justin Klenke paced the Spartan offense with two goals and one assist. De Smet 
fell 2-1 in overtime in the semi-final round to Springfield Glendale. Tim Krekeler knocked in an 
unassisted goal with less than 10 minutes left to send the Spartans to the intermission with a 1-0 
lead. Glendale answered with a goal at the 52 minute mark. The Spartans came close to 
recording their second goal of the game in regulation, sending two shots off of the crossbar. 

 
Loyola Academy (Jesuit Middle School in St. Louis) 
Loyola’s New Gym 

Below are a few pictures of the new gym at Loyola Academy. It is about 95% completed. 
Kevin Lee, President of Loyola Academy said, “ I know that I might be biased but this floor 
makes the Mona Lisa look like a paint by numbers. It looks incredible!”  Bleachers arrive 
December 1 along with the score board. The Gym Blessing is scheduled for Thursday, December 
18, 2008 at 9 a.m. Fr. Tim McMahon, SJ, Provincial of the Jesuits of the Missouri Province will 
preside. Kevin says that you can see the pride and excitement in the faces of Loyola’s students.  
�

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Loyola Academy Gives Thanks 

Over 250 family members and Friends of Loyola Academy came 
together to share a Dinner of Thanks on Friday, November 21st.  It was a 
wonderful evening filled with great food, entertainment by Loyola 
Academy students, and camaraderie by all who attended.  Loyola 
Academy Student Council took a huge lead in planning and execution of 
this event – all the way from planning, set-up and clean-up, welcoming, 

and providing a drum entourage, along with a praise dance, led by Art Teacher Melba 
Shumpert. Loyola Academy is grateful to those in the St. Louis Community who make it 
possible for their students to reach their full potential academically, spiritually, socially, 
physically and emotionally, as they become “men for others.”  

On Saturday December 6, the St. Louis University High Mothers’  Club is hosting a 
Christmas Party for the students of Loyola Academy. As part of the activities there will be lip 
sync contest between SLUH and Loyola Academy students. May the best group of “men for 
others”  win! 
 

Regis Jesuit High School (Denver) 
Cadre – Serving the Poor One Dollar at a time 

The word “cadre”  originates from the military term “en cadre”  which was used to refer to the 
small group around whom a unit was formed. In the 1980s, the term was applied to the militia groups 
involved in the numerous civil conflicts in Central America. At that same time under the direction of 
Fr. “Marco”  Marchlewski, a group of seniors at Regis Jesuit High School opted to take the term and 
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apply it in a way truer to its principle meaning—a group of committed people within an organization 
that form, or have the capacity to form, the backbone of that organization—thus Padre’s Cadre was 
born. The idea behind Padre’s Cadre was to have a weekly collection of money to support the Jesuit 
missions in Honduras. In the more than twenty years since its inception, the core concept of Cadre 
has remained unchanged. Money is still collected regularly to support worthy causes.  

Along the way two aspects of the program have changed. First, “Padre”  was dropped from the 
name when Fr. “Marco”  left Regis Jesuit, and second, a special Mission Week was added during 
Lent. Orchestrated by Student Council, funds raised during Mission Week continue to be directed to 
the support of the missions in Central and South America.  

In its current incarnation, Cadre collections are taken up most weeks in both the Boys Division 
and Girls Division of Regis Jesuit High School in support of a variety of worthy causes. This year, 
collections have been taken for organizations spanning a gamut of needs from local charities like 
Father Woody’s Haven of Hope, a Denver-based nonprofit that serves the homeless and indigent, to 
the Second Wind Foundation, which promotes teen suicide prevention through education, to Invisible 
Children, the international organization that seeks to improve the quality of life for individuals living 
in conflict and post-conflict regions of Uganda.  

The students also support the fundraising goals of Regis Jesuit as well by contributing to 
collections for what will eventually become their class scholarships. Nearly every week, members of 
the Cadre Club arm themselves with five-gallon buckets, stand at the doors as their classmates leave 
for the day and ask for the extra dollars and cents stuffed in the pockets, purses and packs of their 
companions. In the spirit of “giving to give and not to get,”  the students are encouraged to become 
leaders through service and compassionate giving in the imitation of Jesus. To date this school year, 
Cadre at Regis Jesuit has raised more than $13,000 for 12 different organizations. The students look 
forward to matching or exceeding that standard next semester, as well as surpassing the 
approximately $30,000 collected by the community during last year’s Mission Week. 

Athletics at Regis Jesuit 
Sports teams at Regis – Boys Division had a particularly strong fall season this year in 

athletics. In cross country the team was league and regional champs and finished 2nd in state; in 
tennis, the team was league and regional champions and finished 2nd in state; in soccer the team 
finished 2nd in state, losing on a double overtime goal in the final; the golf finished as league 
champion, regional champion and finished 4th in state.  All of these results are from the highest 
classification that Colorado has to offer. The Regis – Girls Division had eight athletes sign full 

ride Division I scholarships on 
November 14.  Merideth Dunn, 
going to Duquesne University for 
Lacrosse.  The rest of the girls 
were all on the basketball team, 
ranked nationally #6 on 
ESPN.com. Mariah Williams, 
UCLA; T’Keyah Shealy, 
Pepperdine; Ruta Zuraskyte, 
Santa Clara; Meghan Winters, 
Gonzaga; Diana Rolniak, Utah; 
Mary Bokenkamp, Texas Tech; 
and Kelsey Roben, Montana 
State.  The school expects big 
things from the team this year.  
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Diversity Department News 
 The Diversity Department reported enthusiastically that the first two Lunchtime Speakers 

Series speakers for Regis Jesuit students were both exceptionally well-received. The monthly 
speaker series is designed to present a variety of topics to students that address those aspects of 
diversity that are beyond race and ethnicity.  

In early October, the first speaker in the series, Corey Jones, discussed Left vs. Right: the 
Politics of Separation, addressing the differences in our political parties 
and where we can find some common ground amongst the diversity of 
thought and opinion. The students continued to talk about the speaker 
long after he had left.  

Brian Kosena, a teacher in the Boys Division, was the second 
speaker in November and addressed The Economic Downturn: From 
Wall Street to Main Street and how it affects all of us. He did a 

phenomenal job of deconstructing what is going on in our economic situation today into easy to 
understand terms so that even non-economists could comprehend what is happening and the 
short and long-range ramifications.  

The Lunchtime Speaker Series will continue each month throughout the school year. All 
Regis Jesuit community members are invited to join in the effort to bring different perspectives 
and backgrounds to the table and meld them together to make a better, more aware, community. 
The goal is to teach our kids to be open-minded to others and to respect themselves so that they 
can respect others. It is only by meeting and learning from one another that we can achieve that 
goal. The Diversity Department holds open meetings every month at the school in an effort to 
achieve these goals. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Rockhurst High School (Kansas City) 
Jesuit ideals brought Rockhurst students to Georgia for the Ignatian “Teach-In.”  On Province 

Home Page, “Events”  section I have highlighted Justice League Newsletter in which they talked 
about the trip. 

 In a recent newsletter, Principal Larry Ruby gave “kudos”  to the following for their 
accomplishments: 

·  To Mike Dierks and the cross country Hawklets for their fine performance in state 
competition after a truly impressive season.  

·  To Paul Winkeler and the 2008-2009 Aquahawks for another state championship-the 5th 
in a row.  

·  To coach Chris Lawson and the soccer team for their winning the Missouri state soccer 
championship for the second straight year. 

·  To coach Tony Severino and the Hawklet football team for another winning and exciting 
season and reaching the semi-finals of the state tournament. 

·  To seniors Bobby Thompson, Connor Montgomery, and moderator Chris Bosco for the 
continued growth of our student faith-based website, www.dropoutmyth,com. . Thank 
you to Mr. Bob Fessler, Vice President and General Manager of Lamar Advertising, for 
designing a fantastic graphic for the company’s electronic billboard system. Due to 
Connor and Bobby’s hard work and Mr. Fessler’s generous offer, the site is now 
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receiving 2,000 hits a week. They are also in the process of training younger students to 
take over the site when they graduate next May.  

·  To Don Ramsey and his debate Hawklets for their fine performance over the past several 
weeks at local competitions. 

·  To Annie Barney and the Shakespearean Hawklets for their outstanding work in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream and to Bill Murphy for the set for A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.  

·  Great thanks to Gerri Sopyla and counseling crew for providing excellent opportunities 
for students through the “Stress Busters”  workshops which are now in progress before 
school, during selected activity periods, and after school. These workshops are designed 
to help students prepare and study for the upcoming final exams.   

·  Thanks to the faculty and staff for their support and encouragement for the Annual 
Harvest Food Drive – “…because no one should go hungry….”  It truly is an act of faith. 

·  Congrats to Coach Paul Winkeler for receiving the National Interscholastic Swim 
Coaches Association©s (NISCA) Excellence in Coaching Award for 2008! 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 
St. John’s College High School – Belize, Central America 

S.J.C. students build home for single mother 
Dilia Barahona, a 45-year-old single mother of 

Southside Belize City, is a much happier woman today, 
having moved into her own new home, built by students 
of St. John’s College High School under the guidance of 
the charitable organization, Hand in Hand Ministries. 
It took the helping hands of more than a dozen students 
from S.J.C. with the assistance of some teachers and a 
home construction expert, just four days to complete the 

16 by 16 foot wooden structure, which comes complete with all necessary fixtures and an eight 
by three extension for the bathroom. This is the second house SJC High School has built for a 
family in Belize City. 

The school not only provided the labor, but also opened 
its pocket book and donated $6,500 towards the material, all 
free of cost to Barahona and her 15-year-old son Jorge, who 
is also a student at S.J.C. The family of two has already 
moved into their new home, located off the Fabers Road 
Extension, on south side Belize City. 

The house is a modest home and Barahona says she is 
extremely grateful to the students, S.J.C. and Hand in Hand 
Ministries. 

Her new home is nothing compared to the dilapidated house she rented on Euphrates 
Avenue, from which she was being threatened with eviction. 

Abel Rodriguez of Hand in Hand Ministries, who assisted in making Barahona’s dreams 
come through, said the Barahonas visited the office seeking assistance after the owner of the 
house she rented passed away in September. The new owners were going to evict her and she 
had no where else to go. 
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Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate Examinations  
It’s that time of the year when students from secondary and tertiary level schools in the 

Caribbean are recognized for their performance on the Caribbean Advance Proficiency and 
Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate Examinations taken last June. And this year the 
national top scorers hail from St John’s. Christopher Chang and Jordan Medina claimed the top 
awards in the recent June sitting of the regional exam.  Christopher was the most outstanding 
candidate (top awardee) for the country of Belize and he also claimed the subject Group award in 
the Sciences, earning the best performance in Physics. Jordan Medina was the second 
outstanding candidate also earning a subject Group award in the Technical/Vocational category. 
Both received their awards and prizes at a national ceremony of CSEC Awards on Friday 
Nov.21st at the Bliss Center. 

In receiving his award, Christopher Chang told the gathering: 
 “This honour is not achieved on my own but it’s a reflection of all the support, love, 
 understanding, and dedication of my mom and dad, my maternal and paternal 
 grandparents, brothers and sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins, teachers and friends; in effect, 
 my village. As the saying goes, it takes a village to raise a child.”  

 “ It’s all about time management and you need to know how to balance having fun but at 
 the same time doing your school work. I found that by doing stuff like sports, I felt more 
 relaxed and I didn’ t worry so much about school. Then when I came time to get down to 
 work, I did what I needed to do. This is but a stepping stone for a brighter future. Let’s 
 continue forward into the horizon with this fervor and we will see the pot of gold at the 
 end of the rainbow. But let’s not forget to thank those who have brought us this far and 
 be appreciative and grateful for all that we have.”  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

St. Louis University High School (St. Louis) 
SLUH Families Spread Holiday Spirit 

St. Louis University High School families reached out to the poor in the metropolitan area on 
November 23rd and delivered Thanksgiving baskets to 46 families. This event, which was 
supported by 130 SLUH families, provided food and other essential items to the needy in the 
area. 

“The amount of food donated was overwhelming,”  said sophomore Michael Patke, who 
helped deliver the food baskets to the collection point. “ It was great to see how many SLUH 
families pitched in. We almost ran out of space for it all.”  

As an addition to each basket, the SLUH Mothers’  Club donated gift cards for the purchase 
of a turkey.  

The next day, November 24, was the culmination of the Coat and Hat Drive sponsored by the 
President©s Office and the Mothers© Club. Twelve large bags stuffed with gently-used coats, hats, 
gloves and mittens were delivered to the St. Vincent DePaul Society. These events are just two 
of the many service projects undertaken by the SLUH community to carry out the mission of the 
school in the Ignatian tradition. 

Wingo Selected to U.S. Army All-American Bowl 
St. Louis University High School senior Ronnie Wingo has been selected to play in the 

nationally acclaimed 2009 U.S. Army All-American Bowl. He was presented with a U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl jersey today in a special presentation in the school’s Joseph Schulte Theater. 
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Wingo, a talented running back who is being recruited from top colleges across the nation, is one 
of only three student-athletes in the metropolitan area and 90 in the nation selected to play in the 
2009 U.S. Army All-American Bowl. Featuring a powerful combination of speed and agility, 
Wingo has already broken several school football records. In his most notable game this season 
(against Vianney High School on October 3), he scored seven touchdowns and rushed for more 
than 400 yards. 

SLUH Football Records Broken by Ronnie Wingo: 
    1) Points Scored (Game) 44 (7TD, 1 EP Run)   
  2) Touchdowns Scored (Game) 7 (6 Rush, 1 Reception)  
 3) Rushing Touchdowns Scored (Game) 6   
  4) Net Yards Rushing (Game) 403 yards  
  5) Rushing Attempts (Season) 280  
 6) Rushing Yards Per Carry (Season) 6.9 average   
                      (1542 rushing yards/ 224 attempts) 
 7) Points Scored (Career) 290 points (48 TD, 1 EP Run)  
 8) Touchdowns Scored (Career) 48 TD    
  9) Rushing Touchdowns Scored (Career) 41 TD   
  10) Total Net Yards Rushing (Career) 4,499 yds   
 11) Rushing Attempts (Career) 738 attempts   
  12) Most 100-Yard Rushing Games (Career)   

Novices Visit, Discuss Vocations 
Eight Jesuit novices from the Wisconsin-Missouri joint novitiate visited St. Louis University 

High School yesterday to discuss vocations with students. The exercise, which was the first of its 
kind at SLUH and included all theology classes at all levels, provided students the opportunity to 
learn from the novices and ask questions. 

"It was a very encouraging experience," says Shane Mulligan, n.S.J. "The students were very 
engaged with their faith and with theology." 

Mulligan graduated from SLUH in 2006. Two of the other novices who visited are also 
SLUH graduates – Sean Powers ©05 and Joe Wotawa ©06. Currently, there are 280 men in Jesuit 
formation in the United States. 

"We learned a lot about the Jesuits and the enormous role 
they play in the Catholic Church," says junior Jack Newsham. "It 
was helpful that they came to visit, and everybody had a lot of 
questions." 

According to theology teacher Matt Sciuto, "this was an 
opportunity to learn more about the Society of Jesus up close and 
personal for my freshmen… My juniors got a chance to hear a lot 
about how novices are taught, with clear examples of what we 
discussed in class as experiential learning." 

Sciuto concludes, "This may be one of the best experiences 
we have offered our students about vocations in a classroom." 

The novices arrived in St. Louis on November 19 from St. 
Paul, Minnesota, along with two Jesuit priests from the joint 

novitiate. They traveled to Fort Benning, Georgia to participate in an Ignatian Teach-In on 
November 22 at the School of the Americas. 
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SLUH Wins World Quest Competition 
St. Louis University High School, represented by Luke Chellis ©10, Brendan Ross ©09, Joseph 

Maher Schulte ©09 and Mark Waterman ©09, won the seventh annual "World Quest" international 
knowledge competition at University Missouri-St. Louis on November 13. The Jr. Bills 
competed against more than 20 other local schools, both private and public, to earn first place 
and a trip to Washington D.C. 

“ It was a total surprise to us,”  said senior Mark Waterman. “We didn’ t know how we would 
compare to the other teams.”  

According to Waterman, the competition was composed of seven rounds of questions, with 
such topics as international communication, Middle Eastern history, globalization and current 
events. 

With their first place finish, the SLUH team earned an expenses-paid trip to Washington 
D.C. April 3-5, 2009. During their visit, they will do some sightseeing and will also square off 
against about 60 teams throughout the country at the national competition, which will be held at 
the National Press Club. Waterman indicated there is also a “potential for a tour of the White 
House.”  

SLUH Hosted Issues Day 
St. Louis University High School hosted its third Issues Day on October 24th. The event, 

which has been held in presidential election years since 2000, featured 44 guest speakers who 
provided students the opportunity to learn more about key issues, such as civil liberties, respect 
for life, healthcare reform and tax policy. 

In replacement of a regular class schedule, SLUH had a special schedule to accommodate the 
event©s activities. The day kicked off with a keynote presentation by Saint Louis University 
economic professor Doug Marcouiller, S.J., and three Jesuit scholastics regarding the purpose of 
Issues Day. 

Students then separated into group discussions on topics of their choosing. All of these 
discussions were focused on specific issues themselves, as opposed to political candidates. Some 
notable speakers included: State Representative Bob Onder, who discussed immigration; Wall 
Street Journal columnist Peter Ferrara, who talked about tax policy; and U.S. Army Major Julie 
Caruso-Haines and former Navy Seal Eric Greitens, who both spoke about the War on Terror. 

Following the discussions, students assembled in their respective homerooms to debate 
among themselves key issues and reflect on the speakers. They also participated in a mock 
election to decide the next President of the United States, as well as the Governor for the State of 
Missouri. The student body chose by both popular and electoral vote Republicans John McCain 
and Kenny Hulshof for these positions, respectively. 

Issues Day culminated with a debate between Executive Director of the Democratic Party 
Michael Kelly and Patrick Werner, the chief of staff to Congressman Todd Akin. Students were 
given the opportunity to ask questions of both Kelly and Hancock. 

In the all-school assembly that concluded the day, SLUH President David Laughlin 
reinforced the context around the day©s activities. He emphasized the importance for Catholics to 
use the values of their faith to shape their participation in the political process. Specifically, he 
referred to a document from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops entitled Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. This document helps Catholics form their consciences so 
they can make sound moral judgments about public choices. 
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A Student Survey 
In one of his recent newsletters to the faculty, SLUH’s principal, John Moran highlighted a 

recent Harvard Education Letter which included an interesting article about the use of student 
surveys. Below is a short survey from the article about student engagement. It might be 
interesting to try: 

Five Things to Ask Your Students 
Using a five-point scale:  

Strongly agree, Agree, Neutral, Disagree, Strongly disagree, 
 Rate the following statements. 

1. Teachers care if I am absent from school. 
2. Teachers care about me as an individual. 
3. My classes help me understand what’s happening in my 
everyday life. 
4. I learn new things that are interesting to me at school. 
5. School is preparing me well for my future. 

For comparison purposes, the percentages of students who agreed or strongly 
agreed with each statement on the 2008 My Voice national survey are as follows:  

(1) 45%, (2) 48%, (3) 38%, (4) 64%, (5) 65%. 
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